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Email: rsformanjr@aol.com
Senator Chuck Schumer 

757 Third Ave, Suite 17-02 

New York, NY 10017
Subject: Save Fire Island Inlet

Dear Senator Schumer,
First I want to thank you for your support to Save FI Inlet. Now we need your help to free up approximately $10 million in funds to dredge the inlet and make it once again a safe gateway between the Great South Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. I am writing this letter in support of the efforts of the Captree Boat Owners Association. 

I am a member of the South Bay Cruising Club; an organization of 250 members with auxiliary sailboats ranging in size from 25’ to 50’. Almost all of our members live on the south shore Long Island close to the Great South Bay. Our members enjoy racing and cruising their boats on the Bay and the surrounding waters which can only be reached by a safe passable FI Inlet. 

Yes FI Inlet is shoaling up and in danger of becoming completely useless. This is the worst I have seen the Inlet  in at least the last 35 years Right now there are areas between Buoy 6 and Buoy 4  that are less than 4 ½’ deep. Usually the area is 12’ – 15’ deep. I have hit bottom on three occasions in this area while transiting the Inlet. Fortunately these groundings occurred on a calm day and no damage was done and no injuries incurred. However FI Inlet is a south facing inlet exposed to the large waves from the Atlantic ocean and strong currents ranging up to 3 ½ knots. With the Inlet as shallow as it is, even a moderate sea will result in breaking waves which can cause significant damage to a boat and serious injury to its crew. When the direction of the current is opposite to the direction of the waves the steep breaking waves become especially dangerous. When an accident does happen under these conditions, the coast guard will be hampered in their rescue operations and put in danger by the same breaking waves and shallow water. 
One of the attractions of the south Shore of Long Island is the Great South Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. For many this is the reason they want to live here. In addition to the commercial fishing and charter boat industry there is a large industry supporting the recreational fishing, power boat and sailing enthusiasts. All of these provide jobs and improve the quality of life on Long Island. The loss of a safe passable Inlet will result in the loss of jobs, a decline in the quality of life and a resultant decline in local real estate values. All of this will have a negative impact on the economy
In closing, I ask you help in obtaining the necessary funding to dredge FI Inlet as soon as possible with completion no later than April 1, 2010.
Yours truly,

Robert S. Forman Jr.
